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An Earnest Appeal of the Rev. J. A. Mason, once 
a Methodist Preacher, but now a Roman Catho- 
lic Priest. 

Continued from page 145, No. 19. 

To decide this point, let us, with a candid 
and upright mind, recall the before mention- 
ed test of truth, and try Methodism by it. 

The test I have laid down is this—* If the 
Christian religion be of God, it must be uni- 
formly the same; and if it be revealed for the 
use and benefit of man, then the same rea- 
sons which induced the Divine Being to re- 
veal it at first must induce him to preserve 
it in such a manner, that it may be infal- 
libly identified and distinguished trom error.” 
I will not swell my book by proving this pro- 
position, because it is almost self-evident; 
should any person have the hardihood to de- 
ny it, it will then be time enough to set about 
the labour of proving it. ‘The above propo- 
sition reduces itself to the following points, 
tz: uniformity of doctrine and the perpetual 
visibility of the authority of teaching it. 1. 
The doctrine of the Christian religion must 
,be uniform, or unchangeable. Reason says 
80, the Holy Scriptures say so— There is 
one Lord, one Faith.” “If I, or an angel 
from Heaven teach you any other gospel than 
that you have already received, let him be 
accursed.” Is Methodism thus uniform, or 
unchangeable? Observe, I do not ask you 
whether Mr. Wesley was sent of God, or 
where was truth taught and practised before 

began his career? ‘This I will wave for 
the present. My question is short. Is Me- 
ism uniformly the same? It is not. Not 
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a soul of you dares say itis. On the con- | 
trary, one of your preachers, in company | 
with two other preachers, in a regular dispu- 
tation, frankly declared: ‘‘ Methodism is not | 
now what it was when I was a boy; and it 
will not be what it is now in the days of my 
children.” This was speaking like a man, 
and every one knows it to be the truth, and 
must yield to him the just tribute of candour 
and honesty. And indeed why should we 
reqiure that of the children which the father 
did not teach, or practise? How can Me- 
thodism be uniform while its founder was not 
so? Mr. Wesley himselt was as changeable 
as the wind. At first, after he had turned 
his attention to religion, he was a staunch 
Church of England man, both in faith and 
discipline, and a severe stickler for her ru- 
bricks. No sooner does he meet with Peter 
Bohler than he becomes a Moravian, and im- 
bibes the. spirit and errors of this, his spiritu- 
al father and guide. ut he soon found that 
the * poor sinnership, and the Lamb’s impu- 
ted righteousness,” were contrary to the doc- 
trine of the Bible and the sense of the Holy 
Ghost. He was now tossed on a sea of un- 
certainty, and veered with contending winds; 
now towards the shore of Calvinism, then to 
the coast of his native land, and again he is 
cast on the wide ocean without pilot and with- 
out rudder. 

Having now fallen out with the Church of 
England, Peter Bohler, and George Whit- 
field, the Calvinist, he takes up his Bible 
and begins to form a religion for himself,— 
This, poor man, was aheavy task. He puts 
together and pulls to pieces. At one time 
this is the sense of the Holy Ghost, and he 
preaches it with all his might. At another 
time he has been quite mistaken—the Holy 
Ghost meant quite a different thing, and he 
flies in haste to alter his creed and that of 
his people. Hence, in the Conference 1744, 
he asks: “ Have we not leaned too much to- 
wards Calvinism? Answer. We are afraid 
we have. Wherein? In regard to man’s 





faithfulness. We have received it as a max- 





im, that a man is to do nothing in order to 
justification—nothing can be more false.” — 
Here, my brethren, you see that he and his 
preachers under him had received and taught 
a doctrine, as the truth of God, than which 
nothing can be more false. 

He then calls upon them to review the 
whole affair, 7. e. the religion they had been 
teaching, and which had been as false as any 
thing could possibly be. He now begins to 
teach the truly Catholic doctrine, “That man 
is to work for eternal life.” Upon this doc- 
trine of merit he remarks: ‘* As to merit it- 
self, of which we have been so dreadfully 
afraid; we are rewarded according to our 
works; yea, because of our works—how does 
this differ from “ for the sake of our works?” 
And how differs this from secundum merita 
operum? Let him that can, split the hair.” 
Upon the doctrine of Calvinism, which he 
had formerly taught, he says: “‘ All the devi- 
ces ot Satan have done far less towards stop- 
ping this work of God, than that single doc- 
trine.”’ 

During all the time he professed to be a 
true son of the Church of England, and con- 
sider the rest of the regular clergy to be ig- 
norant of their duty, he kept up a shew of 
regard for her worship, and commanded his 
preachers not to preach in church hours, ex- 
cept when the clergyman was immoral, or 
taught Arian, Socinian, or other pernicious 
doctrines—but then he made isimself, his 
preachers, or any one of their hearers, both 
accusers and judges in the case. To those 
who accused him of setting up lay preachers 
and opposing the authority of the .regular 
clergy, invading their office, and destroying 
the unity of the church, he, by a cunning 
sophism, pretended that he was collecting 
them to the church, although it was evjdent 
to all, that he was establishing a sect inde- 
pendent of its authority. 

As to his preachers, he unequivocally de- 
clared thet they were mere laymen, and only 
pretended to call sinners to repentance in 8 
similar way, as it is the duty of every man te 
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admonish his neighbor; and that their design 
was to promote the salvation of souls, and 
provoke the clergy to jealousy. But he dis- 
claims for them any preteice to sacred or- 
ders, or the priestly office, or any power to 
administer any sacrament whatsoever. Vide 
Appeal, part ili. page 259. Also Minutes of 
1779. And yet, in the face of these asser- 
tions, he authorised these Same preachers to 
baptize, and, by a plan of general pacification 
afterwards formed to accommodate all and 
keep them in his interest, it was decreed that, 
“the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper shall 
not be administered in any chapel, except a 
majority of the trustees, stewards, and lead- 
ers of that chapel are willing to permit it; 
but in those chapels where it has been peace- 
ably administered, particularly in Mount 
Pleasant chapel, Liverpool, there it shall 
continue to be so administered. Vide Plan for 
a General Pacification, with the Addenda.— 
Now if Mr. Wesley was right, or convinced 
in his conscience that he was right, when he 
declared that the preachers were mere lay- 
men, Without any power, or authority to ad- 
minister the sacraments, and that this was the 
peculiar province of the regular clergy, how 
could he, in the face of his conscience, or- 
dain otherwise; or how could he request of 
the people make that lawful, which in itself 
was unlawful? But it is notoriously evident 
that he was governed by no principle except 
the Machiavellian principle of sanctifying the 
means by the end, and the end by interest; 
and that he could change his creed upon any 
subject as circumstances seemed to dictate. 
Once more. In the early part of his career, 
he taught that no man could be in the favour 
of God longer than he possessed the direct 
witness of the spirit that he was a child of 
God. Thus cutting off all who, in Metho- 
distical language, are labouring in the pangs 
of the new birth. ‘ All who are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations. ”—All from 
whom God, for wise ends, permits a substrac- 
tion of spiritual comfort.—‘* Who walk in 
darkness and have no light, and who, (the 
prophet says,) should trust in the Lord, and 
stay himself on his God.” And who, upon this 
principle, if they die in that state, must go to 
hell, however they may hate sin and cultivate 
holiness. Hence Melvile Horne and Poor 
Cook opposed the damnatory clause, and 
Mr. Wesley acknowledged to Mr. Horne— 
“When I and my brother taught this doc- 
trine, I wonder the people did not stone us.” 
Vide Letters between Melvile Horne and Dr. 
Coke. 

As it was with Wesley, so it is with the 
present Methodist preachers, scarcely two 
teach the same doctrine on every point; nay 
the same person frequently alters his creed 
and changes his opinion on the truth of God, 
with the same facility with which he changes 
his clothes. Some hold the necessity of bap- 
tism; others deny it. Some the direct wit- 
ness; others deny it. Some perfect sanctifi- 
cation; others that there is no man so holy 
but he may go on towards perfection. Some 
are rank Pelagians, others Semi-Pelagians, 
others Semi-Arians, others Semi-Calvinists. 
All these, with a proportionate mixture of 
Sacramentarians, Sacrificians, Millenarians, 
Anti-Millenarians, and a number of other 
contradictory elements, make up the hodge- 
podge of Methodism. These embrace the 
thinking part—but there is a vast number 





who cannot think, and who collect a few 
common place sentences, and baw! them forth 
with sténtorian lungs without rhyme, or rea- 
son, and know no more of any tolerably con- 
sistent code of divinity, than a scavenger in 
the streets, nor half so much as many reduc- 
ed to that class in these unfortunate times. 
Not long since a young man in the neighbor- 
hood of Walsall, refused to pay his class 
money to Mr. C——, and he frankly gave 
his reason that the sermons they heard were 
not worthy of it. For which refusal alone, 
Mr. C excommunicated him, and he 
would have remained in that happy state of 
excision, had not the young man manifested 
an inclination to become a Catholic, and paid 
me a visit on the subject; this brought Mr. 
C to his senses, and, by kind words and 
harsh reflections on the Catholic religion, he 
persuaded him to join the society again.!! 

That the people should be sickened with 
the contradiction and nonsense babbled forth 
from the pulpits of Methodism is not to be 
wondered at; the wonder rather is, that sen- 
sible men will sit to hear and pay their money 
to support it. But the cause is, that having 
no definite notion of truth themselves, they 
receive what they like, and leave the rest; 
and think that what the preacher lacks in 
sense and truth, may be made up of raving 
zeal and ridiculous declamation. 

Methodism being changeable, cannot be 
the religion of God. If it were, all would 
believe the same doctrine, all would speak the 
same thing. This will appear still more evi- 
dent, if we consider its origin and extent.— 
The time of the origin of Methodism proves 
that it is not the true religion. The test I 
have laid down states, that the Christian faith 
must not only be uniform, but perpetually vi- 
sible in such a manner, as that it may be in- 
fallibly identified and distinguished from er- 
ror. Now, suppose Methodism had the first 
mark, unity of faith, which you all know it 
has not, it would want the next necessary 
property, perpetual infallibility. It is com- 
monly urged, Where was the true Christian 
faith before Luther? I will ask, Where was 
pure Methodism before Wesley? It is in 
vain to retort upon me, “ Where was your 
face before it was washed,” and then answer, 
that pure Methodism was in the Bible, for 
this is all pure sophism. For, in the first 
place, my face is the same face unwashed as 
washed, but your church is not the same 
church of Christ, whether visible, or not visi- 
ble: whether erring, or orthodox: nor is the 
Christian faith the same faith pure, or adulte- 
rated. The moment a church ceases to be 
visible, or orthodox, that moment it ceases to 
be the church of Christ. And the moment 
the faith is corrupted, even in one point, it 
ceases to be the Christian faith. Inthe sec- 
ond place, it is foolish to talk of a faith be- 
ing in the Bible, as an image is in the block; 
we must know who is the artist to produce 
the perfect character. Who, then, I ask, 
were the visible professors and teachers of 
this pure Methodism before Wesley? Take 
him at any age you please, from the beard- 
less boy to the doting old man, or any stand- 
ard of his creed, from the year 1739, in which 
he formed his first society, down to the time 
when, in the maturity of his judgment, he 
wondered the people had not stoned him! 
Mr. Chettle, like many others, is anxious to 














claim affinity with all the ancient and modern 
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sects which have separated from the rock of 
truth. But he and his chamelion faith are con- 
demned by them all, and had they power over 
him, they would not need Popish Pinching 
irohs to convince him that he had better sub- 
mit hitiself to the castigation of the Shaver, 
than to their tender mercies. 

Let us examine how far Methodism is the 
same religion as that of the ancient sects.— 
To begin with the Greek church, and those 
of the same faith, though not of the same 
communion, as Macedon, Epirus, Bulgaria, 
Circassia, Thrace, Servia, Russia, Moldavia, 
Wallachia, Rosnia, Voldalia, Mingrelia, Na- 
tolia, and the Egean Islands, with the whole 
of the patriarchates of Jerusalem, Antioch, 
and Alexandria, all of which Hold the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, 
the adoration of the same Eucharist, Prayer 
to the Saints, Prayers for the Dead, and the 
use of Images. Indeed, they are Catholics 
in every thing but the Supremacy of the 
Pope and the procession of the Holy Ghost, 
which schism and heresy were finally comple- 
ted in the year 1439, just 300 years betore 
Methodist began. Methodism, therefore, 
is neither one in faith, or communion with 
the Greek churches. The Armenian church- 
es teach that the human and divine nature 
are compounded into one, contrary to Metho- 
dism, which teaches that Jesus Christ is truly 
God and truly man. The Nestorians hold 
a two-fold personality in Christ, and that the 
human and divine nature were only united as 
one friend is united to another, 

The Eutychians, of which faith are the 
Abyssinians and Egyptians, and many oth- 
ers, teach, as I have shewn in the Shaver, 
that there is but one nature in Christ, not, 
indeed, compounded as the Armenians say, 
but that the human is swallowed up in the 
divine. These, with tne Melchites, Georgi- 
ans and Jacobites, are all opposed to you, 
and you opposed to them. Among these an- 
cient sects there are numerous churches 
which have not partaken of their respective 
errors, and who hold the head and faith of 
the Catholic Church. Neither can Metho- 
dism claim affinity with the Manicheans, Mon- 
tanists, or Gnostics. Manes taught that there 
are two gods, a bad one and a good one.— 
That all material substances were from the 
bad god: and all spiritual substances from 
the good one. The body and all its passions 
were from the former: the soul and alt its af- 
fections from the latter. They fulfilled the 
apostolic prophecy, “ forbidding to marry,” 
but allowing promiscuous copulation, and re- 
fusing wine, even in the Eucharist, as the 


- 


gall of dragons. Montanus taught that he | 


was the Holy Ghost in person, whom the Fa- 
ther had promised to send. The Gnostics were 
the parents of most of these sects, and particu- 
larly of the Nicholaites, whom Christ declar- 
ed he hated. As to the Waldenses, they 
were rather more like the Methodists, as they, 
taught that laymen might preach and admin- 
ister the sacraments. But then they taught 
also that Kings, Governors, Magistrates, and 
all the Ministers of religion lose their autho- 
rity and power when they commit a sin—that 
no prayer was to be used but the Lord’s pray- 
er; and they permitted also promiscuous co- 
pulation. 
of the Conference to the throne, they are not 
Waldenses in the first.point; the second and 
third would strip Mr. Chettle and every oth-. 
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er preacher of his authority, and destroy the 
whole system of Methodism; and the last, 
however it might please, they cannot for 
shame tolerate. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





Important news to the Bible and Tract Merchants. 
OHIO. 

Cincinnati, Nov. 14, 1830, 
The very Rev.Mr,.Reze returned a lew weeks 
since, to Cincinnati trom his missionary ex- 
cursiow to the North, quite consoled with his 
success; having received into the Church 
above 2UU persons, belonging to the ditlerent 
Indian stations, through which he passed. 

An the beginuing ot July he arrived in the 
Pottawatamues, wno reside at St. Joseph’s 
river, No suuner was it known, that a Biack 
gown, (for so they denominated a priest,) had 
arrived among them, than they flocked togeth- 
er in Crowds, and encamped around the ca- 
bin, in which the missionary had taken up his 
abode. ‘Ihere they remained, as long as his 
time would allow hun to cuntinue at tne sta- 
tion. Great numbers expressed a desire to 
receive baptism without any further delay; 
manilesting, at least, their readiness to pro- 
fess. the reigion, wuich former Catholic mis- 
sionaries had delivered to their fathers. But 
he could baptize only such as he had time to 
instruct, and of whose sincerity he had satis- 
factory evidence trom their tormer regular 
mode of living. At the close of this reli- 
gious rite, the principal chiets convened in 
council to deliberate on the propriety of se- 
lecting an eligible site tor tue erection of a 
Cathouc Chapel. Atter some discussion on 
the subject, an elderly chiel arose, and ad- 
dressing his red brethren in authority, ob- 
served: ‘‘why do we lose time in needless 
debate? Is not the missionary station ours, 
and is not that the most suitavle place for the 
Black gown to take up his residence among 
us? Buildings are already erected, which 
will supersede the necessity and expense of 
putting up others. Why should we withhold 
the present establishment from the man, to 
whom we are all agreed to give our confi- 
dence, and whom we consider the minister of 
the Great Spirit, sent to instruct ourselves 
and our children in the principles of religion?” 
All immediately acceded to the propriety of 
this proposal, when they communicated their 
determination to the Reverend Gentleman, 
who, in his turn, requested to be informed of 
the time in which, they would be prepared to 
receive a priest, who should take charge of 
the station. One month, was the reply; as 
it was thought necessary to afford that space 
of time for the Protestant. missionaries to pre- 

are for their departure. 

The day following, the chiefs escorted Mr. 
Reze to the missionary station, and intimated 
their will to the possessors, that they should 
hold themselves in readiness to deliver up the 
establishment, in one mouth’s time, to the 
Black Gown, who had accompanied them.— 
They did this in respectful and becoming 
terms; and the missionaries immediately ex- 
pressed their readines tocomply. At the ex- 
piration of the term agreed upon, the Rev. 
Stephen Theodore Badin, accompanied by a 
religious lady of Detroit, who 1s well ac- 
quainted with the Indian language, were re- 
ceived in the most friendly manner, by the 


last accounts from the station are highly gra- 
tifying. The Reverend missionary is now 
agp. 70 for the sacrament of baptism. 

iss Campo, the lady who acts as his inter- 
pretess, is justly entitled to the praise of pi- 
ety, zeal, and heroic courage, in the cause, 
to which she has devoted herself to the honor 
of religion. 

From Detroit, Mr. Reze proceeded to Sault 
St. Mary, where, owing to the short delay of 
the steamboat, he was prevented from satis- 
fying the pious desires of many of the inha- 
bitants, who importuned him to procure a 
priest to reside permanently among them.— 
During the short interval, however, he was 
wholly engaged in giving instructions and 
administering the sacrament of baptism and 
matrimony to the whites and to the Indians. 
The Protestants of the place appeared desi- 
rous to procure the residence of a priest at 
the Sault, and made a tender of twenty dol- 
lars to assist in defraying his expenses thi- 
ther. We have reason to believe, that their 
pious wishes will soon be gratified. The In- 
dians residing at the Sault, are of the Chip- 
pewa nation. Mr. Reze next proceeded to 
Mackinaw; here he found a handsome church 
erected by the Catholics of the Island, in 
which he offered up the holy sacrifice of the 
Mass, and preached to a numerous and re- 
spectable congregation. He continued his 
route to Green Bay, and commenced the ex- 
ercises of the mission amongst a grateful 
people, who received him with the liveliest 
emotions of joy and satisfaction. One year 
had elapsed since the Bishop of the diocess 
had visited them, ana encouraged them, to 
persevere in the practice of piety and fer- 
vent devotion. The very Reverend visitor 
baptized a number of the Menominee Indi- 
ans, residing at the Bay, who had been pre- 
viously instructed in the principles of the 
Catholic religion. Anon; other Catholics, 
he found there about «ne hundred families, 
the descendants of those, who had settled at 
the bay during the reign of Louis XIV.— 
They had been visitec only three, or four 
times since the discontinvance of the Jesuit 
missions in those parts. We may truly apply 
to them the declaration of our Lord when he 
said, ‘‘ the harvest indeed is great ; but the labor- 
ers are few.” But the Rt. Rev. Bishop, whose 
spiritual children they are, is making every 
exertion, within the compass of his power to 
supply them with a pastor, around whom, 
they and their children may kneel and receive 
the spiritual comforts of which they have 
been so long deprived. The time, we trust, 
is not far distant, when a suitable church at 
the Bay will throw open its aisles to receive 
her Catholic children, and to afford them an 
opportunity of hearing the sound of the shep- 
herd’s voice from the altar of their fathers. 
He has already stationed the Rev. Mr. Maz- 
zuchelli at Mackinaw, as a central position 
for the Catholics of that district. 

The Sauks and Fox Indians, inhabiting 
|the country between Lake Michigan and the 
tawatamies, on their way to Canada, to re- 
ceive their annual: presents from the British 


to witness the war-dance. 





Indians, and welcomed to St. Joseph’s. The 





| Mississippi, were at that time among the Pot-| extended scale. 


inquire into the nature and motives of his 
visit to those remote parts, When they were 
informed that his object was entirely of a 
spiritual nature, they cordially invited him to 
urge his way into the midst of their nations, 
for the purpose of projecting means to secure 
to them and their families, the advantages of 
religious instruction. He learned from them 
that the principal chief of the body who then 
waited upon him, was a lineal descendant of 
the sixth generation, from the chief, who goy- 
erned the Sauks in Canada, at the time the 
first French vessels arrived upon their shores. 
They informed him, that their fathers spoke 
in the most exalted terms of the Black Gowns, 
who accompanied the French army; that they 
were men of astonishing wisdom and good- 
ness, The advancement of the season, and 
the arrangements previously made for the di- 
rection of his missionary labours, would not 
adinit of the very Reverend Gentleman’s ac- 
cepting the invitation to visit the shores of 
the Mississippi—He was therefore obliged 
to direct his course to the south, 

Fromthence he repaired to L’arbre Croche, 
the missionary establishment of the Ottawas. 
He could not, withhold the tribute of his sur- 
prise on witnessing the religious improve- 
ment effected there in a comparatively short 
time, and with such limited means. The 
Rev. Mr. De Jean had been stationed there 
little more than twelve months, and 600 have 
jalready been received into the Catholic 
church.—Never, says the Rev. visitor, did I 
witness more perfect examples of christian 
piety and unaffected devotion. Whilst he 
remained among them, he baptized 104.— 
Their church is about fifty feet long by forty 
feet wide, built by their own hands. During 
his stay, a party of about 50 went out to 
carry a large tree, which they had cut down, 
to the church. They ranged themselves on 
both sides as closely as they could stand and 
raising the massive timber, simultaneously 
with their native yell, they bore it off in tri- 
umph to be hewed and placed in the building. 
Around the church, and at convenient dis- 
tances, they have already erected twenty 
comfortable log dwellings. There are two 
schools among them, one for the boys, under 
the direction of the Rev. Mr. De Jean; and 
ithe other for the girls, superintended by a 
religious lady, who speaks their language.— 
The number of Catholic children, at present 
in the schools, amounts to64. Mr. De Jean 
has printed a prayer book in the Ottawa lan- 
guage for their use. From the pious exam- 
ple and great zeal of those who have already 
entered the church, we may entertain the 
pleasing hope, that the remainder of the na- 
tion will soon bow their necks to the sweet 
yoke of Christ, by possessing and practising 
that one true religion, which Jesus Christ 
established on earth, and against which, he 
pledged his eternal truth, the gates of hell 
should not prevail. Some of their children 
accompanied Mr. Reze to Cincinnati to en- 
joy the advantages of education on a more 
Not a drop of ardent spirits 
is ever to be seen among them: and, conse- 
quently the money,which they were accustom- 








Government.—As soon as they had been in-| ed to squander for the bane of social happiness, 
formed of the arrival of the Black Gown,| and foolish silver ornaments, is now appropri- 
they testified their respects by inviting him] ated to the far better purpose of procuring 
On the following} decent and comfortable clothing. They . 
day, a deputation, consisting of eight chiefs, | fuse to listen to any missionary except the 
waited pea him on behalf of their tribes to} Black Gowns, who, they inform us, effected 
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so much good among their forefathers. One 
of their reasons for this, is somewhat origi- 
nal: but it is marked with native good sense. 
The ministers, say they, having their wives 
and children are men like ourselves; but the 
Black Gowns disengaged from these materi- 
al encumbrances, are left perfectly free to 
devote their whole time and attention to spir- 
itual mattérs: and, in this regard are much 
better qualified to discharge the duties of the 
ministry before their Almighty master, who 
is a spirit himself. 

From L’arbre Croche Mr. Reze returned 
to Detroit. Here he had the pleasure of 
witnessing the very indefatigable exertions 
of the Very Rev. Mr. Richard, Vicar-Gen- 
eral for the territory of Michigan, and of the 
Rev. Mr. Kelly. They are obliged to an- 
swer all the calls of a large congregation, 
composed chiefly of French and Irish. A 
few religious ladies, under the direction of 
Mr. Richard, are conducting avery iaudable 
institution for the education of young ladies. 
It was a source of gratification to the very 
Rev. visitor, to witness the great progress of | 
pure religion in those quarters. A few years 
ago, there were-only two priests in the terri- 
tory, and now there are eight, and arrange- 
ments are now in progress to double the 
number. 

At Monroe, on the river Raisin, thirty-five 
miles from Detroit, he found a large and neat- 
ly furnished church. The resident pastor, 
Rev. Mr. Smith, has spared neither time nor 
means to improve the cause of religion at this 
place. They have converted the old chapel 
into an academy for young ladies, and placed 
the institution under the direction of four Sis- 
ters, qualified to conduct it respectively, not 
less by their virtues, than by their mental ac- 
quirements. Conversions to the Catholic 
faith are frequent in this congregation. The 
Rev. visitor met the presbytery, every indi- 
vidual of whom, were converts from the er- 
rors of Protestantism to the Catholic faith; 
even the Rev. Pastor himself, who had re- 
nounced Quakerism to rank himself among 
the Catholic priesthood. This gentleman has 
it in contemplation to erect a college in Mon- 
roe, and from his zeal and persevering indus- 
try, we entertain little doubt, but that, in a 
short time, he will accomplish his laudable 
intention. From Monroe, the very Rev. gen- 
tleman returned to Cincinnati in good health 
and spirits, after several months absence.— 
After his arrival the Right Rev. Bishop sent 
the Rev. Mr. Carrabin to aid Mr. Badin, in 
the Mission of St. Joseph. 

During the mission of Mr. Reze, the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop made the visit of another part 
of his extensive Diocess. In the county of 
Guernsey he remained several days, attend- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Miles, during which he 
received several converts into the church and 
administered the sacrament of Confirmation 
to twenty-five. At Zanesville he confirmed 
twenty, where he also had the satisfaction of 
introducting some into the fold of the One, 
Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.— 
From Zanesville he proceeded to Mount 
Vernon, confirmed those who had been pre- 
pared, and received ten converts into the 
church. His next station was at St. Joseph’s, 
the residence of some Dominican Fathers, 
Perry Co. Here he confirmed ninety-two. 
—From thence he proceeded to Lancaster, 


sit, the Rev. Father Miles preached in the | 
Presbyterian meeting-house at Mount Ver- | 
non, and in a Methodist meeting-house in 
Newark. The Bishop returned to Cincinnati 
in good health, a few weeks after the arrival | 


of Mr. Reze.—Cath. Mis. 
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We insert the following communication with pleasure. | 
. “A Friend to Religious Toleration” is glad to | 
perceive from an article which appeared in the | 
Boston Christian Herald, on the 5th inst. (but | 
whose Editor had not the fairness to insert this | 
reply) that the individual who carried off the | 
little Catholic Girl, whilst on her way to the | 
Catholic School, and who, under the pretext that 
she was breaking the Sabbath, thought proper | 
to conduct her to his own Sunday School, | 
has come forward and acknowledged the fact. | 
His statement of the affair runs thus:— 

“On the Sabbath alluded to by the Cor- 
respondent, I attended the Sabbath School | 
as usual. Not having the customary num- 
ber of scholars, my class was put in charge 
of another person, and I left the School.— 
At the head of Theatre-alley there were sev- 
eral children violating the fourth Command- 
ment. They were requested to go with me 
to the Sabbath School. Here, I will ob- 
serve, no force was used, and their connection 
with the Catholic School was unknown to me. 
Two of them accompanied me, one of these, 
a boy, was presented with a little book by 
the teacher in whose class he was put; and 
both of them were dismissed in season to at- 
tend any church in the city.” 


The acount is signed by A Teacher of C.S.S. 

It is quite unnecessary to make any com- 
ment on the above. The account speaks for 
itself. It is sufficient to put all parents, who 
are not Calvinists, and who wish not to have 
their children brought up as Calvinists, on 
their guard. It demonstrates clearly the ne- 
cessity under which they all are of keeping 
a constant look out, that their children, when 
they are sent from home on a Sunday, may 
not be way-laid and seduced by the Teach- 
ers of this sect, and under some pretext, or 
other, decoyed and led away by them, instead 
of being suffered to go unmolested whither 
they are directed. Deplorable indeed must 
be the state of society when these things are 
permitted! By way of extenuation he as: 
serts, that their connection with the Catholic 
School was unknown tohim. Admitted: but 
did he not know that they belonged not to his 
connection? What right had he therefore to 
interfere with them? But they were violat- 
ing with other children, the fourth Command- 
ment!! Who authorized him to see that the 
fourth commandment be observed? Is he 
one of the Police of the city?—Or, has he 
authority from the government thereof to 
go about the streets on the Sabbath, deter: 








where he confirmed sixteen. During his vi- 


commandment? He alleges farther, in justi- 
fication, that he used no force. Oh! no; he 
used no force, no;—but, he certainly used 
something equally compulsive and as effectu- 
al, otherwise the little Girl would not have 
accompanied him; otherwise she would not 
have returned to her own school at a late 
hour, with tears and sobbing. 

In the same article he is pleased to observe, 
that the writer (he who exposed the above 
transaction) had selected a very popular sig- 
nature, and begs to be allowed to express his 
sentiments as to what constitutes ‘ a friend 
to religious toleration” in a few words. “ He 
should be” says he “a candid person, one, 
who is willing to hear, and pay due deterence 
to the opinions and feelings of others.”— 
Precisely so; and I need only add, one who 
will let the little children of his neighbors, and 
who belong not to nis connection, pass unmolest- 
ed in the streets, and,without any attempt, on 


his part, to decoy them to his own school to 


fill up a vacancy. 

I shall take no notice of his ribaldry about 
the “‘trammels of the Romish Priesthood,” the 
oaths of the Holy order of Jesuits to his Holi- 
ness, their being sworn to advance the interests 
of the “ Vicar of God,” and their belief that 
the end sanctifies the means, as all this kind of 
language is precisely such as might be ex- 
pected from those who way-lay little children. 
All we want of him and his copartners in the 
Trade (which we shall never cease to insist 
upon) is, fo let our children alone and not to 
interfere with them, as they pass through the 
streets. In conclusion, said ‘‘ Teacher’ re- 
marks ina Nora Bene, that the condilion on 
which the reward of Five Dollars was offer- 
ed by the ‘ Editors of the Jesuit,” has been 
complied with by the Teacher, who ‘gave the 
book, but the ‘ Priest”? who made the offer, re- 
fused to redeem the pledge. 

This is nothing more than a little trick by 
which this same Calvinistic “ Teacher” wish- 
es again to impose upon the public. In re- 
ply, I shall only inform him, that “ The Edi- 
tors of the Jesuit”? have too much honesty 
and respect for themselves, to withhold what 
they have once asserted they would give, as 
soon as the condition is really complied with. 
He can accordingly present himself to them, 
or to him, whom they may have appointed to 
transact this littl: business, and only fulfil the 
conditions specified in the advertisement, and 
the matter I am persuaded, will be immedi- 
ately settled, to his full satisfaction. 


‘‘A SUBSCRIBER, and a friend to Religious Toleration.” 





COMMUNICATION. 

Messrs. Evitors.-Having heard that some 
severe reflections on the state of religion, &c. 
in Italy have been made, within a few days, 





mining what constitutes the violation of a 
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Calvinistic Minister, I transcribe the follow- 
ing account from the work of an English 
Gentleman, who travelled in Italy in the year 
1802: if read by some of those that were pre- 
sent on the occasion alluded to, it may per- 
haps be instrumental in removing some erro- 
neous impressions. 


“ The traveller who wishes to form a just 
idea of the religion of Italy, or indeed of any 
other European territory, would do well to 
consider, that in all christian countries the | 
same gospel is professed, and of course, the | 
same principal articles of belief are admitted, 
the same moral duties are prescribed, and 
enforced by the same sanction of eternal re- 
wards and punishments; or, in other words, 
that Faith, Hope, and Charity, form the spi- 
rit and the essence of Christianity, in what- 
ever manner it may be taught, or whereso- 
ever established. When we inquire, there- 
fore, concerning the religion of a country, 
we mean to ask whether these christian vir- 
tues influence its inhabitants more; or less, 
than they do those of other christian coun- 
tries, and according as this influence is per- 
ceptible in public and private life, we form a 
favorable, or unfavorable opinion. The ex- 
terior of religion, that is, the forms and cere- 
monies of worship, with the administration 
and police of ecclesiastical government; the 
Protestant traveller will, if he be consistent, 
abandon to the taste, the feelings, and the | 
judgment of the public; certain that no form | 
of ritual, contrary to these grand agents in 
human affairs, by whatever authority it may 
be supported, will long prevail in any coun- 
try. If we examine the religion of Italy up- 
on these principles, we shall find much to 
praise, and something perhaps to admire. 

‘In attendance on public worship, the Ita- 
lians are universally regular, and though 
such constant attendance may not be consi- 
dered as a certain evidence of sincere faith, 
yet every reader of reflection will admit, that 
it is incompatible with either infidelity, or in- 
difference. These latter vices are indeed 
very rare in this country, and entirely con- 
fined to a few individuals of the higher class, 
and to some officers in the army, who resign- 
ing their religion with their patriotism, have 
meanly condescended to adopt the fashions 
and the opinions of revolutionary France. 
Interest, the only motive that can induce 
men to act in opposition to their conviction 
and feelings, reaches only a few ostensible 
characters, and excepting under certain per- 
secuting governments, cannot extend to the 
multitude. 

“ Nor is the devotion of the Italian confined 
to public service. The churches are almost 
always open; persons of regular life and of 
independent circumstances, generally visit 
some, or other of them every day; and indi- 
viduals of every condition may be seen at all 
hours, on their knees, engaged in prayers, or 
meditation.* Such instances of unaffected 





* «¢ C’est un usage pieux des Catholiques, et que nous 
devrious imiter,’’ says Madame De Stael, with her usual 
gtace and feeling, ‘‘ de laisser les eglises toujours ouver- 
tes; il y a tant de moments ou l’on eprouve le besoin 
de cet asile, et jamais on n’y entre sans ressentir une 
emotion qui fait du bien a !’ame, et lui rend, comme 
une ablution sainte, sa force et sa purete.’” 

L’ Allemagne, vol. 1. chap. 7. 


It is a pious practice of the Catholics, and one that 





devotion often melt the heart of the pious 
traveller, and have, not unfrequently, extorted 
an approving exclamation from observers, in 
other respects blinded by early prejudice, or 
inflamed by polemic animosity. If the rea- 
der be inclined to condemn such practices as 
superstitious, or as favorable to idleness, let 
him open the gospel first, and examine well, 
both its words and its spirit; then let him con- 
sider how many minutes are trifled away by 
the busiest and most active in the course of 
the day; and finally, let him remember how 
many cares corrode the human heart, which 
He only, who wove its tissue, can remove, 
or mitigate. 

““The number of persons who receive the 
sacrament, and the becoming gravity of their 
deportment on this solemn occasion, will be 
another source of edification to a sincere 
christian, who, of whatsoever denomination 
he may be, must always rejoice in seeing 
this affecting Rite often renewed and duly 
frequented. I say nothing of the numberless 
religious practices interwoven in the life of 
an \talian, and incorporated with the whole 
business and every substance of his exist- 
ence, because I am aware that they are re- 
garded by the bulk of my readers as marks 
rather of superstition than of piety.* 

‘“* External practices, I know full well, 
have often been employed by the hypocrite 
as a convenient mask, and still more frequent- 
ly, perhaps, abused by the libertine as a com- 
pensation and excuse; but I conceive, that 
notwithstanding such perversion of motive, 
they are, when generally observed, a proof 
convincing and satisfactory of the sincerity 
and activity of national faith. 

‘* But to turn from the exterior of religion 
to practices more connected with its internal 
and most essential qualities, and consequent- 
ly better adapted to the feelings of English- 
men in general, I will venture to assert, that 
no country exhibits mure splendid examples 
of public benevolence, or furnishes more af- 
fecting instances of private charity, than Ita- 
ly. Christian countries, in general (for there 
are some exceptions, and our own in particu- 
lar,) are not deficient in the number and en- 
dowments of public establishments for the 
relief of suffering humanity; but even in this 
respect, whoever has visited and examined 





we ought to imitate, to leave their Churches always 
Open: there are so many times that we feel the want of 
such an Asylum, and never does one enter them without 
a salutary emotion, which like, a holy ablution, imparts 
both strength and purity to the soul. 


* One observation, however, I must make, in con- 
junction with a very,learned and pious prelate of the 
Established Church, (Bishop Butler in his Charge to his 
Clergy of Durham) that such occasional memorandums 
are too much neglected in England, and that he who ob- 
serves them with prudence aud discrimination, performs 
a rational and useful act of Christian devotion. In fact, 
when an Italian, passing before a crucifix, takes off his 
hat, he means not to honor the wood, or the bronze of 
which the image may be composed, but express his re- 
verence and gratitude towards the sacred person thus re- 
presented in the attitude of a victim. When he shews 
a similar respect to a picture of the Virgin, he means not 
to adore a creature, but to express his veneration for the 
most perfect model of virgin modesty, and of maternal 
fondness, on record in the holy Writings. As for the 
Eucharistic elements, whatsoever opinion may be en- 
tertained of their mystic nature, yet they are universally 
acknowledged to be the most sacred and the most im- 
pressive symbols of the sufferings and death of the Re- 
deemer; the respect, therefore, shewn to them, in which 
deficiency is perhaps more blameable than excess, must 
rather edify than offend a devout and sensible Christian. 





the hospitals of Rome, Naples, Genoa, Ve- 
nice, and Milan, will readily admit, that Italy 
has the honorable advantage, of surpassing 
all the kingdoms of Europe in the number 
and the magnificence of her charitable foun- 
dation. To describe these edifices in detail, 
would require a separate work of considera- 
ble extent; and it will be sufficient perhaps 
to inform the reader, that there is no disease 
of body, no distress of mind, no visitation 
of Providence; to which the human form is 
liable, from its first appearance to its final 
deposition in the grave, which is not relieved 
with tenderness, and provided for, if beyond 
relief, with a prodigality of charity, seldom 
witnessed elsewhere. However, one, or two 
instances may be necessary for explanation. 
We have in England such establishments as 
Foundling Hospitals; but every body knows 
what interest and recommendation are neces- 
sary to introduce an unfortunate infant into 
such asylums. In many of the great towns 
of Italy, and in several of the smaller, such 
hospitals may be found, and to avoid the evils 
of exposure with regard to the child, and to 
spare the delicacy, or the pride of the pa- 
rent, a box, or case opens to the street, turn- 
ing on a pivot in which the infant may be 
placed at any hour, and upon ringing a bell 
to give notice within, is immediately admit- 
ted without recommendation, or inquiry. One 
request only is made to the parent, and that 
is to annex a paper to inform the administra- 
tors whether the child be baptized, or not, 
and whether there be any disposition in the 
parent to acknowledge it a future period. 

“The hospital of St. Michael, situated in the 
Ripa Grande, on the banks of the Tiber, is per- 
haps unequalled in its extent, endowment and 
utility. Its front spreads along the river side, 
five hundred feet in length, and fifty in height; 
to it are annexed a magnificent church, a co- 
pious library, schools and work rooms. It 
admits foundlings, orphans, and friendless 
children, decayed tradesmen, time-worn ser- 
vants, and the aged of all descriptions, when 
forlorn and helpless. The latter it supplies 
with every assistance, spiritual and corporal, 
necessary to their years and infirmities. The 
former are nursed, educated, instructed in 
languages and trades, as their abilities and 
dispositions seem to require, and when they 
have learned some art, or method of procur- 
ing a livelihood, they are dismissed from the 
hospital with a complete suit of clothes, and a 
sum of money amounting to five pounds.— 
Both sexes are admitted, but lodged in diffe- 
rent wings of the hospital, and kept carefully 
separated even in the Church. 

‘I pass over in silence the superb hospital 
of St. John Lateran, occupying one half of 
the vast palace annexed to that Cathedral, 
and containing six hundred patients; and the 
numberless similar establishments that truly 
grace and almost consecrate the fourteen re- 
ligions, or districts of this parent of cities, 
the capital of the christian and civilized 
world. 

‘On the subject of hospitals I shall only 
add, that in many of them the sick are attend- 
ed, and the ignorant instructed, by persons 
who devote themselves voluntarily to that 
disgusting and laborious task, and perform it 
with a tenderness and a delicacy which per- 
sonal attachment, or the still more active and 
disinterested principle of Christian charity, 








is alone capable of inspiring. But, besides 
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these public establishments, there are bene- 
volent institutions, which, though properly 
speaking of a private nature, are widely 
spread and extensively felt; I allude to con- 
fraternilics, or to use a more classical appel- 
lation, sodalilies. These sodalities, or as the 
naiae implies companies, are formed by the 
voluntary agreement of a certain number of 
charitable persons, who unite together in or- 
der to relieve more effectually some particu- 
lar species of distress. Thus, one of these 
benevolent societies devotes its attention to 
the wants of humble but decent families, and 
contrives to administer its alms in such a 
manner as to supply their necessities, and 
yet spare their honorable feelings. 


|must be, or I know not what can be, true 


genuine Christianity.” 





ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST. 


The bread that I will give, is my flesh—my flesh 
is meat indeed: and my blood is drink indeed.— 
John, vi. 52, 56. 





The Eucharist is a sacrament, which truly 
and really contains, according to the tenets 
of our faith, the body and blood, the soul and 
| divinity of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, un- 
der the species and appearances of bread and 
\wine. As such, it is the greatest and the 
‘most august of all the sacraments, For while 


Another | the others confer grace only, this puts us in 


pays off debts contracted under the pressure | possession of the very author of grace, God 


of unavoidable distress, and restores the in- 
dustrious sufferer to liberty and to labor.— 
A third undertakes to visit jails, and to fur- 
nish means of comfort to such prisoners as 
are friendless and forsaken. A fourth dis- 
covers the obscure and forlorn sick, supplies 
them with medicines and professional assis- 
tance: if they recover, affords them nutritive 
food while in a state of convalescence; if 
they die, pays the expenses of their funeral, 
and accompanies them with decent ceremony 
to the grave. 

** As I do not mean to enumerate all these 
humane and truly christian associations, I 
pass over in silence those who make it their 
object to instruct ignorant youth and to por- 
tion virgin innocence; I need only say, that 
every want and every misfortune are certain 
of meeting with corresponding assistance 
from some band, or other of generous breth- 
ren; and the traveller who contemplates the 
unwearied exertions of so many individuals 
united for such noble purposes, will be oblig- 
ed to acknowledge, that in no country has 
charity assumed so many forms, or tried so 
mauy arts, to discover and to assuage the 
complicated varieties of human miseries.— 
These associations are composed principally 
of the middling classes, because in all coun- 
tries these classes possess the greatest share 
of virtue and of compassion; yet the most 
exalted characters for rank, fortune, and ta- 
lents, enrol their names amongst them, and 
frequently distinguish themselves by their 
zeal and by their actively in the career of 
benevolence. On all public occasions, it is 
true, the members wear a dress that disguis- 
es and level all ranks, under an appearance 
grotesque and ridiculous perhaps in the eyes 
of a stranger, but very well contrived to sti- 
fle that vanity which is so often the stimulus 
and the bane of public generosity. 

“* From these superabundant funds of pub- 
lic and private charities, the poor of Italy, a 
class more numerous there than in most other 
countries, owing in general to its great popu- 
lation, and in particular to the stagnating 
commerce, the declining manufactures, and 
the narrow policy of many of its States, are 
supported with comfort to themselves and 
with a certain sense of independence, with- 
out the oppressive burthen of poor rates, so 
inadequate to their obyect and so galling to 
the community. 

“After these details, in which I am not 
conscious of exaggeration, or of misrepre- 
sentation, I think myself warranted in con- 
cluding, that a Religion which thus manifests 
its influence by so many effusions of vevo- 
tion, and by so many deeds of benevolence, 


himself. By means of the Eucharist, the 
Saviour of the world resides personally in us, 
and we in him. 

Long before its institution, Christ had pro- 
mised it to his apostles. This promise we 
find recorded in the sixth chapter of St. John, 
whom, after saying to the Jews; Iam the liv- 
ing bread, who came down from Heaven, he 
added: The bread that I will give is my flesh, 
for the life of the world: and as the Jews seem- 
ed diffident, and inclined to cavil at what he 
said, he subjoined with greater energy; Amen, 
amen, I say unto you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink lis blood, you shall 
not have life in you. He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, abideth in me, and Iin 
him. This same promise he fulfilled, the 
night previous to his passion, and at the aw- 
ful scene of his last supper; when, having 
taken the bread and given thanks, he broke 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take ye 
and eal; this is my body: and the like ceremo- 
nies repeated with the chalice: Drink ye all 
of this, he said; for, this is my blood of the New 
Testament, which shall be shed for many to the 
remission of sins. Do this in remembrance of 
me. 

The species of bread and wine, which we 
see, and which we taste, are the visible signs, 
that express the invisible effects of this lite- 
giving sacrament. They intimate that the 
body and blood of Christ are the nourishment 
of our souls, as bread and wine are the sus- 
tenance of our bodies. But, notwithstanding 
that these appearances, such as the colour 
and the taste, remain unaltered, after the 
words of consecratio, nneither bread nor wine 
is left; for the whole substance of the bread 
is changed into the body, and the whole sub- 
stance of the wine into the blood of Jesus 
Christ. Insomuch that, from that moment, 
it is the same body, as was nailed to the cross 
and now resides in heaven. And as it is a 
living and animated body, it follows that 
Christ is wholly and entirely under each of 
the species, and wholly and entirely under 
each particle of the said species. Under the 
species of bread, the body of Christ is united 
to his blood, to his soul, and to his divinity: 
and under the species of wine, his blood, in 
like manner, is united to his body, to his soul, 
and to his godhead. For Jesus Christ is now 
immortal, he can no longer be divided. 

This change is effected by the ineffable 
operation of the words of our Redeemer, 
which the priest pronounces, in his name and 
in his person. It is God himself, that works 
the miracle, by the organ of his minister.— 
It is he, who once changed water into wine, 
at the nuptial feast of Cana: it is he, who 














produced out of nothing whatever has exis- 
tence. It is surely as easy for him to trans- 
mute one substance into another, as to cre- 
ate, by his sole word, the whole usiverse and 
its contents. We do not conceive, it is true, 
how the miracle is performed; but we know 
that with God nothing is impossible; and we 
believe it on the respectable authority of his 
Son, the effects of whose love for us exceed 
our comprehension. The Deity, no dvubt, 
is able to operate this wonder, because he is 
omnipotent, and he does it in fact, because 
he informs us so himself. We bow submis- 
sively to what he asserts, without vainly rea- 
soning on a matter superior to reason; and 
without investigating the laws of nature, 
where nature is not concerned. Believe 
then, my dear Theophilus, believe on the 
word of God, that he is truly present in the 
Eucharist. Believe, in defiance of your sen- 
ses, that netther bread nor wine remains, af- 
ter the consecration pronounced over them. 
When the Deity vouchsafes to speak, we are 
not to listen te our senses. Nothing is difficult 
to an infinite power. Our Saviour, to unite 
us intimately to himself, has condescended to 
become our food. He has commanded us te 
drink his blood, so plentifully shed for us; 
and to eat of the victim, that was immolated 
on the cross, and, to procure us this hap- 
piness, he has been prodigal, so to speak, of 
his miraculous exertions. 

How stupendous are thy works, O God! 
Is it credible thou shouldst deign to live with 
us, and to become our spiritual food! For- 
merly, thou gavest to thy people a celestial 
nourishment, and feddest them, in the desart, 
with the strengthening bread of angels. At 
present, thou dost far greater things for us. 
It is no longer that manna, which was show- 
ered from the heavens; it is thy body, thy 
blood, thy divinity itself, which thou impart- 
est to us freely. O prodigy of love, which 
thou alone couldst effect, and which the com- 
prehension of man is unable to fathom! But 
thou hast affirmed it, who art the infallible 
truth, and I desire no other assurance. I 
believe in thy word. I pierce the clouds that 
envelop thee, and recognise my God. I see 
in this mystery, the effects of an astonishing, 
of a godlike charity. How expressive the 
means thou hast chosen, to unite thyself to 
me and me to thyself! How admirably do 
they accord with the excess of thy love; that 
love, which induced thee to vest thyself with 
our nature, and to give thy life for us! More 
tender than a mother, thou feedest them with 
the nutriment of thy own sacred body and 
blood. May I correspond with thy affection, 
by a zealous eagerness to receive thee.— 
May I run to thy table with the like avidity, 
as a child to the breasts of her, that suckles 
him. And may it be my only affliction to be 
deprived of the pleasure of thy heavenly 
banquet. 

The Practical Interference. 


That we should adore Jesus Christ, really 
present on our altars. 





REMONSTRANCE AGAINST STOPPING THE 
MAIL ON SUNDAY. 





To the Honourable, the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States. 


WE, the undersigned memorialists, citi- 
zens of Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, 
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with that degree of deference, due to the 
Representatives of the people of this Repub- 


berty of conscience is already amply protect- 
ed by the present laws of the United States. 


lic, and with the self respect and dignity of| All are alike equally guarded in the enjoy- 


Freemen, beg leave to address you on a sub- 
ject of more than ordinary import. The right 
to do so, is guaranteed to us by the Consti- 
sution; and the occasion and subject on which 
we now exercise this valuable privilege are 
as important, as the right is valid. 

Gratefully impressed with a knowledge of 
the rights and privileges of Freemen, and 
duly appreciating their inestimable value, 
from long practicable enjoyment, our duty 
and interest oblige us to exercise them with 
discretion and judgment. The establishment 
of civil and religious liberty on this continent 
was a hazardous and arduous undertaking. 
But it was established;—and its cost was as 
great, as its possession is valuable, and its 
tree and virtuous enjoymentis congenial to the 
nature, and dear to the heart of civilized man. 

It was for the sake of civil and religious 
liberty, that our resolute Forefathers, unsub- 
dued by European despotism, submitted to 
voluntary exile, with all its concomitant pri- 
vations; and braved death itself, in its most 
terrific forms. 

Inflexible in their holy purpose, they calm- 
ly encountered and gloriously triumphed over 
perils and difficulties, at the recital of which 
credulity itself must become sceptical. Suf- 
fice it tu say, that under the invigorating in- 
fluence of Heaven’s approving smile, they 
attained the darling object of their righteous 


pursuit, and left to us, their children, the sa- 


cred inheritance. To gratefully enjoy, and 
carefully preserve this invaluable legacy are 
the happy privilege and bounden duty of the 
present generation, of Freemen, and to trans- 
mit it, untarnished, to their prosperity is a 
duty equally imperious. 

The alarm felt at the efforts which have 
been made, and are still making, not only to 


ment of their religious opinions, and in the 
practices which those diversified opinions ne- 
cessarily produce. Should Congress inter- 
fere, and expound the laws of God for the 
people, it might, with the same degree of 
Justice, coerce their observance. And as 
difference of opinion exists, and will exist as 
regards the meaning and interpretation of 
these laws, Congress by usurping this right, 
must decide in favor of some particular sect; 
and thus become, like the puritanical parlia- 
ment during the reign of Charles the First, 
a debased tribunal of Sectarian intolerance. 

Your memorialists would respectfully recal 
to your recollection, the rights of the Jewish 
citizens of the United States, whose claims 
on the protection of the government are as 
valid as those of the Presbyterian, or the 
claims of any other denomination. There- 
fore, should Congress graut the prayer of 
the petitioners for stopping the Mail on Sun- 
day, they are under the same obligation to 
stop it on Saturday at the request of the Sab- 
batarian and Jew. ‘And they are under the 
same obligation to stop it, ten days in the 
year, besides Sunday, which the Catholics 
observe as days equally holy, should that por- 
tion of our fellow-citizens petition to that ef- 
fect. The Jew, the Sabbatarian, and the 
Roman Catholic are entitled to the same con- 
stitutional privileges and protection, which 
the petitioners claim, and Congress cannot 
grant the request of one sect, and refuse to 
grant the request of others, urged on the 
same motive and entitled to the same respect, 


tiality for that particular sect; which would 

stamp the proceedings of that body with the 

indelible impress of deliberate injustice. 
Your memorialists, therefore, humbly pray 


deface the beauty, and impair the stricture of| that you sternly refuse to legislate on this, or 


our admirable and equitable system of gov- 
ernment, but also to shake its very founda- 
tion, by forcing on Congress the considera- 
tion of subjects, foreign to the objects of its 
institution, and beyond the limits of its con- 
stitutional power, furnishes the motives which 
impel your memorialists to the respectful pre- 
sentation of this remonstrance. 

We are unwilling to criminate the motives 
of a number of our fellow citizens, who have 
petitioned Congress to arrest the transporta- 
tion of the Mail on the first day of the week. 
Yet our forbearance arises more from a know- 
ledge of the dishonest artifices which design- 
ing men have practised upon their prejudices, 
and credulity, than from any doubts enter- 
tained by your memorialists as regards the 
Virtue, or propriety of the action. 

Your memorialists would respectfully re- 
mind you, that our government was estab- 
lished, not for the solution of theological 
problems, but to protect all its constituent 


members, in the free and equal enjoyment of 


civil and religious liberty. When it departs, 
under any pretext whatever, from this course, 
in the same degree, it departs from justice, 
and belies the objects of its institution. The 
constitution explicitly forbids your interfe- 


rence with religious controversies; for it re- 


cognises no difference, nor can it legally ex- 


press a partiality for any one of the multifa- 


any other subject, connected with religious 
concerns, in relation to which, the free citi- 
zens of these United States, entertain differ- 
ent opinions; for which humble and sincere 
— we assign the following reasons. 

irst, because the constitution, the sacred 
charter of our rights, would be thereby vi- 
olated and infringed. Secondly, because 
such legislation must be partial, and unjust. 
Thirdly, because such legislation if once com- 
menced would never end, until our country 
would be plunged in anarchy and ruin, or 
settle down into the pestilential pool of stag- 
nated despotism. For the validity of the 
first two reasons, your memorialists respect- 
fully refer you to the constitution of the Unit- 
ed States, and for the correctness of the third 
and last reason, we direct your attention to 
the blood-stained pages of the history of those 
ill fated nations in which the laws of God 
have been defined by sectarian legislators 
and their observance coerced by the strong 
arm of civil power. 

That the prayers of the petitioners for 
stopping the Sunday Mail, are not entitled to 
the consideration of Congress, even on the 
grounds of common prudence, leaving justice 
and the constitution out of the question, your 
memorialists implicitly believe—for the fol- 
lowing reasons: First, because they have 
acted, and still act, under a degree of excite- 





rious sects, which now diversify the face of| ment, little short of infatuation; and it may 


Christendom. 


be superfluous to say, that this state of mind 


In the opinion of the memorialists, the li- and true wisdom, seldom, if ever, simultane- 


ously exist in the same persons. Secondly, 
because measures recommended under such 
excitement, seldom accord with strict justice, 
or deserve the dispassionate approbation of a 
sound understanding. 

Thirdly, because, a majority of the peti- 
tioners have not exercised their own judg- 
ment, nor do they profess to know, or anti- 
cipate the consequences which would result 
from the interference of Coagress: but they 
have submitted to the direction of others, om 
whose integrity your memorialists have rea- 
son to place but little relianc2. Fourthly, 
because the leaders of the anti-Sunday Mail 
party, have cautiously declined a public 
discussion of their principles and the mer- 
its of their measures, and have answered the 
most respectful arguments with unconditional 
denunciation; indicative of 2a intolerant dis- 
position, utterly at variance with Christian 








without thereby manifesting an exclusive par-" 


meekness, and good intentions. And lastly, 
because they have made use of means, which 
no good cause could requ‘re, by availing 
themselves of the prejudices, passions, and 
particularly circumstances of individuals, for 
the purpose of promoting their views; and 
moreover have sent petitions to Congress, 
signed by Sunday School children, thereby 
imposing on the credulous simplicity of the 
one, to mislead the judgment of the other. 

Your memorialists freely admit, that the 
prejudices of many of the pu titicners for stop- 
ping the Sunday Mail, may be honestly en- 
tertained, their professed sensibility of con- 
science not affected, but real, and their mo- 
tives good, (and this is admitting more than 
a knowledge of facts would justify,) yet the 
same disastrous consequences would follow 
from the interference of Congress, as if the 
design had originated in the most criminal 
intention. If the constitution of the United 
States is to be disregarded, and our liberties 
destroyed, the baneful results thereby pro- 
duced, would not, in the opinion of your me- 
morialists, be the less afflicting, on account of 
the conscientious scruples, professed by the 
petitioners. 

Notwithstanding the information conveyed 
by the two able reports, already made by 
Congress, the determination of the petition- 
ers to effect their object, appears unaltered, 
as 100 petitions for the same. purpose, were 








lately deposited in the Post Office at Pitts- 
burgh. This is one great reason why your 
|memorialists, fearing that from the number 
and frequency of those petitions, you might 
mistake the will of the people, have thought 
proper to present this remonstrance. 

In conclusion, your memorialists with be- 
coming deference, submit the above sugges- 
tion to your serious consideration. Your du- 
ty is plainly laid before you in the Constitu- 
tion; and, recognizing in you the legal repre- 
sentatives of the people of this, the greatest 
nation on earth, we have confidence in your 
wisdom and place reliance on your integrity; 
and we would furthermore assure you, that, 
whilst the equal rights and equal priviléges of 
all are impartially protected, we hail our hap- 
py government as the greatest earthly bless- 
ing, and cheerfully submit to its decisions— 
but should it, unhappily, become corrupt in 
its councils, and partial and unjust in its em 
actments, it can no longer command -the re 
spect, or claim the allegiance of your memo- 
rialists, proud of the title, and jealous of the 
rights of Freemen.—Amer, Man. 


— 
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FROM THE CATHOLIC MISCELLANY. 


—_— 


CHURCH OF ST. GENEVIEVE. 


The decree of the national assembly by 
which the object of the edifice was changed, 
and the just indignation of the Abbe Baruel 
was excited, was made in 1791. Mirabeau, 


tians, it was made the mausoleum of the anti- 
christian dead. 
On the 20th of February, 1806, a decree 


was issued by Napoleon, Emperor of the | 


French, that “ in conformity to the intentions 
‘of its founders,” the church of St. Genevi- 
‘eve should be restored to the purpose of the 
worship of the Almighty God, under the in- 


| vocation of its original patroness; and that it 


—=S= 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


And for sale at P. Moonry’s Catholic Book-store, 
Federal street, Boston; also, at Patrick Denvir’s Book- 
store, Main-Street, Charlestown, a number of useful 
| and interesting little works, among which are the follow- 
ing, which may be had on the most favorable terms: 


1. WinteER EveninG DiALoGuEs between John 
Hardman and John Cardwell, or thoughts on the 
| Rule of Faith, in a series of letters,—18 mo. 





who was certainly as infamous a character, should be served by six canons of the Notre | 2. LETTERS ON THE SPANISH INQUISITION, 
as has probably been ever thrown upon the | Dame anda High Priest; that in the mean | Arare work, and the best which has ever appeared 





surface of society, by the ebullitions of any time the vaults under the church should be | on the subject: by M. Le Comte —— oS 
revolutica, died on the 2nd. of April, and the | destined to receive the remains of the great ‘re; translated from the French, with addition 


’ 


if 
| 
‘ 
; 
i 





4th was fixed upon as the day for his funeral. | men of France, and of the great officers of 
The netional assembly decreed: 1. That the the Empire. This was a restoration to its 
edifice of St. Genevieve, should thencefor-| original purpose, and the selection of a new 
ward be destined to receive the remains of | object. 

the great men who had died, ,or shall die af-| They who previously visited the Pantheon 
ter the establishment of national liberty. 2.|were struck with the dull, sombre, silence, | 
That the legislative body alone should have and the decay which was o:anifested through- | 
the power of designating the persons worthy |out an editice which indeed was by those 
ofthis honor. 3. Riguetti Mirabeau is judg-|signs appropriately a melancholy court of, 
ed worthy thereof. 4. The legislative body | death. Restored to the purpose of religion, | 
shall not thenceforth grant during its session, |tue services gave life and spirit to the place, 
sech distinction to any member who might though the vaults were the region of death, 
die therein, but the decision shall be postpon- | the sanctuary was the gate of heaven, and 
ed to the next assembly. 5. Exceptions; hope triumphed over the desolation of the 





might be granted in favour of some great men | tombs. 
who died previous to the revolution, such as} The great mathematician Lagrange, the 
Descartes, Voltaire, and Rousseau. 6. The celebrated navigator Bourgainville, Marshal | 
edifice shall undergo such modifications as/| Lasnes,the Duke of Montebello, and vice ad- | 
are deemed suitable to this change of object, | miral Thevenard, were deposited there with 
and instead of the inscription dedicating it to; solemn funeral honours. The other part of 
the service of God, there shall be substitu-|the imperial decree was not carried into ex-| 
ted, TO GREAT MEN, A GRATEFUL | ecution, because of the extensive repairs and | 
COUNTRY. ‘|alterations which were not completed before | 
By a degree of the 30th of May of the|the abdication. In December, 1821, Louis 
same year, Voltaire was deemed worthy of XVIII. by adecree restored the repaired edi- | 
the honors of the apotheosis, and his remains | fices to the purposes of religion, and on the 
were conveyed thither with extraordinary |3d. of January, 1822, the festival of St. Ge- 
pomp on the I Ith. of June. nevieve, it was solemnly blessed; there being 
On the 27th. of August of the same year, | in attendance, four Archbishops, and several 
J. J. Rousseau was judged worthy of the apo- | Bishops of France, the coadjutor Bishop, V. 
theosis: but the ceremony of his translation’ A. of Edinburgh, the metropolitan chapter, 








notes and Illustrations: by T. J. O’ Flaherty, S. E. 
C.—12 mo. 


3. Proors oF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWO 
Parts; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
Elector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans. 
lated from the French.—24 mo. 


4. THe Youru’s Director; or familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every*sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 
traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
French.—24 mo. 


5. InvinciBLE Reasons, which should forever 
attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 
gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo. 


6. A sHorT Expos!tioN oF THE MARKS OF THE 
True Cuurcu; by Carnpinau GerpiL, Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illus- 
trious writer. 


7. A sure Way to find out THE True RELI- 
GION, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 
by the late Rev. T Baddely. 


8. A SHaver for Joun Cuetiue, Methodist 
Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a friend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher. 


Ihe Public are respectfully informed, that MANN- 
1NG’s SHortT Way To END Dispures is now in 
Press, which will also shortly appear. 


3? Distant Book-sellers, and others who may be 
disposed to take a number of the above works, wiil be 


from Ermenonville did not take place until 
1794. 

On the 18th. of February, 1792, by anoth- 
er decree, the name was changed to that of 
Pantueon Francais, and 1,500,000, was vo- 
ted for the improvement of the building.— 
Marat joined with those who raised a clamor 


the missionaries of France, the members of 
ithe several seminaries, the royal family, de- 
|puties from legislative chambers, the mu- 
nicipalities of Paris, a variety of other pub- 
lie bodies, and an immense multitude of the 
faithful. 

| Since then—the services of this basilic was 


allowed a reasonable discount. 


CATHOLIC LECTURES. 


jC A Course of Lectures will be delivered in the 
Catholic Church, in reply to Dr. Beecher’s Rhapsodies 
against Catholic principies, &c. 

‘Lhe preliminary Lecture will commence next Sunday, 
at half past © o’clock, in the evening. ‘This will be re~ 








against the memory of Mirabeau, and united | confided to the missionaries of France, oc-| gularly followed up every Sunday evening, until every 


with them in ejecting his bones from this edi- 
fice, upon the ground of his being a friend to 
monarchy. Le Pelletier, Marat, Chalier, 
Fabre, Gasparin, and others, had also the 


casionally aided by the Jesuits, the principal 
prelates who visited the city, and other emi- 
;nent clergymen. Its walls have resounded to 
the soul-stirring eloquence of Rauzan, Mac- 





honors of Pantheon, But after the death of |carthy, Frayssinous, Janson, Cheverus, and 


Robespierre, Marat was ejected from his rest- 
ing place. 

Some efforts were made to have Descartes 
admitted into this group, but they failed. This 
gost philosopher and good priest, would in- 

eed find himself in strange company in that 
motley collection of varied infidelity and 
crime, and the assembly proved tnat it was 
not genius, literature, virtue, or patriotism, 


which they sought to honor, for the union of 


these would entitle the possessor to their ap- 
probation,—the grand feature which attract- 
ed their attention was Infidelity. Tobe a no- 
torious anti-christian, was the only basis up- 
on which the other qualifications must be 
raised. 

These facts will suffice to shew that by 
making the church of St. Genevieve a Pan- 
itheon, ts original ination was changed.— 
From bping a temple to the God of the chris- 


a host of other great and good men. The 
faithtul, edified, and instructed, as well as 
‘excited and melted to devotion, have.crowd- 
‘ed within its hallowed precincts, until now 
rudely driven therefrom, by the men who have 
brought up the ashes of Voltaire and Rousse- 
\au from their vaults, to banish a second time 
the God of the christians from his holy tem- 
ple. 

What may we not expect after this from 
Louis Philippe, Lafayette, and their infidel 
associates! A reaction must take place; 
time will develope it. 








LETTERS RECEIVED THIS WEEK FROM 

D. Eagle, Esq, Columbia, Pennsylvania.—Rev. J. H. 
M. Grady, Caton, Ohio.—Mr. J. Hughes, Bustletown, 
Pennsylvania.—Colonel Thomas, New-Orleans, Louisi- 
ana.—Charles Peltier, Esq. Detroit, Michigan Territory. 





| foot of giound is traveiled over, which the Doctor has 
thought proper to measure out. 

Members of other Denominations are informed that 
| every accommodation will be offered by the pew-holders 
| of said Church to those who may wish to be present at 
| these Lectures. 





== 


MASSACHUSETTS PEACE SOCIETY. 








We are desired to give notice, that the Anniversary 
of this Society is to be observed on Wednesday evening 
next, at the Old South Meeting-House, at 7 o'clock; 
when a Discourse will be delivered by Bradford Sum- 
ner, Esq. on the objects of the Association, and which 
we understand are very simple in their character and 
such as the Philanthropist and the Christian cannot but 
approve. ‘The Society has been formed about fifteen 
years. It has a President and such other officers as be- 
come necessary for the transaction of its prudential con- 
cerns, ‘Ihe Society has no funds, nor asks any, other 
than a subscription of one dollar a year from its mem- 
bers, for which they receive as an equivalent, a monthly 
publication, containing Essays on Peace, proceedings of 
the Society and its auxiliaries, reports of committees, &C. 
all which are understood to breathe a spirit of peace om 
earth, and good will to men, discountenancing its op- 
posite, that of war, and eliciting the attention of rulers 
and ruled, in this and other countries, to the promotion 
of this great object—-we most heartily wish the Society 
much success, 
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